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I have researched bees for the last three decades, and it’s
probably fair to say that I'm a little obsessed with them. I
always felt, however, that my fascination with their strange
world could only partially be captured in my scientific
writings. So, I decided to write some song lyrics about bees. I
dug up the guitar that had gathered dust since my teenage
years and formed a band, the Killer Bee Queens, featuring
bassist and singer Katie Green and guitarist Rob Alexander.
Together we released a concept music album, entitled
“Strange Flowers” in which all song lyrics are inspired, one
way or another, by the realm of bees. All proceeds from the
music will go to invertebrate conservation charity Buglife.

It was important for me not to write sentimental texts
about quaint summer meadows and buzzing bees. As I am
learning every day as someone who studies the psychology
of bees, the world of pollinators and flowers is full of
manipulation, trickery and death. Take the lyrics of the song
“Dying Killer Bee Queen” — a rather Shakespearean tale, but
inspired by the real biology of honeybees, on how the queen’s
life began with murdering her sisters and then subsequently
all her lovers died, too. Another example is the song “I Stung
Guwyneth Paltrow” — the background is that the actress
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revealed some years ago that she uses bee stings as a form of
beauty therapy — in a process that requires killing the bees.
The somewhat bible-inspired song text takes the
vantage point of a bee sacrificed for this purpose.

It is hoped that public awareness for the fascinating world
of bees is raised through this unconventional pathway of
popularising science. Everyone has heard that bees (as many
other insects) are in trouble from habitat destruction,
pesticide overuse and other man-made factors, and hence we
have teamed up with invertebrate conservation charity
Buglife. We want to support their invaluable work to bring
threatened insect populations back from the brink. Please
consider donating to them by purchasing our music on the
following webpage:

https://killerbeequeens.bandcamp.com

For your entertainment, there is also a music video, in which
I have combined the song “The Beekeeper's Dream” with clips
from classic experimental film “Wax or the Discovery of
Television by the Bees” (with permission from film director
David Blair). Enjoy the music, and be kind to bees!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jxJcEgfrV44&t=106s
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